THEORIES OF THE NATURE OF SPIRIT
he then strikes the patient's head and body with the branch, and thus restores his soul to him."20
7. Theories Theories of the nature, shape, and, Nature k^er on> the destiny, of the spirit fol-of Spirit, lowed upon conceptions of it, and here, perhaps more than in any other department of speculation, the lower and higher culture meet together. For the notions about spirit among the most advanced peoples are as vague as those found among the least civilized. Wherein, asks the latter, wonder-prompted and curiosity-driven, lies the difference between a waking and a sleeping man ; between a living and a dead one ? The Melanesians give terse answer when they say that " the soul goes out of the body in some dreams, and if for some reason it does not come back, the man is found dead in the morning." And the thing which behaves thus comes to be conceived of as a sort of vapour, compounded of breath and shadow and reflection, " a certain soul and semblance, though substance there be none," as Achilles says when he clasps the shade of Patroclus in Hades. -And in every language, from that of the barbaric Ainu to our
20 Jevons's Introduction to the History of Religion, p. 45.
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